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Every July 1st,  Pugwash celebrates the annual Gathering of the Clans 
Scottish Festival. This historic festival was instituted in 1951 by a few 
spirited citizens of the village. 
 
The main focus of the early festivals was Highland Dancing along with 
Boat Races which had been held for many years.  Accompanying the 
dancers came Highland Pipe Bands, and individual Piping and Drum-
ming Competitions.   
 
April 12, 1957 was an historic day when the Gathering of the Clans & 
Fisherman’s Regatta was incorporated by an Act of the Nova Scotia 
Legislature.  
 
The first street parade was organized in 1960.  That same July 1st, the 
Lenin Peace Prize was presented to Mr. Cyrus Eaton during the annual 
celebration. 
 
Over the years, the festival has evolved to include Heavyweight Com-
petitions, Lobster Dinners, Midway, Crafts, Musical Entertainment, 
Street Entertainment, Parades and a spectacular Fireworks display at 
dusk. 



 

 

 

 
 June 27 & 28  in the Cyrus Eaton Park 

 

                       Some of the events which are currently being planned for the 
weekend prior to July 1st: 

 
Giant Community Yard Sale (Saturday) 
Psychic Fair 
Entertainment in the Park 
Children’s Parade 
Gospel in the Park (Sunday) 
Variety Concert  (Monday at the High School) 
 
July 1st 

7:00 am Sausage and Pancake Breakfast, Pugwash Fire Hall 
8:30 am Highland Dancing competition – Eaton Stage 
10:00 am Grand Street Parade – leaves from PDHS parking lot 
11:00 am Piping and Drumming – Cyrus Eaton Estate grounds 
11:00 am Heavyweight Games – Cyrus Eaton Elementary School grounds 
11:00 am Antique Car & Tractor Display – Water Street 
 
 
 Entertainment in Eaton Park 

 

 Afternoon and evening – Musical entertainment on the Eaton Park Stage 
 

 Fireworks display 

 

 10 PM  over the Harbour 
 
 Events throughout the Day 

 

Midway, Artisan’s Area, Displays, Food Booths, 
Pugwash Peace Exchange Café  
 
 Entrance Fees: 

 

Adults – $5.00 
Students 5 - 12 years – $3.00 
Children under 5 – Free 

Gathering of the Clans 
Tentative Schedule for the 2009 
Festival 

To Register for the Highland Dance Competitions and Piping & 
Drumming Competitions:   Contact the Gathering of the Clans  
Festival Coordinator:  Telephone:  902-243-2946 or email:    
villagecommission@pugwashvillage.com  

Highland Dance Competition 

Heavy Weights Competition 

Fireworks 




